A study on viability of mycobacteria after treating them with complement system.
The effect of complement system on viability of mycobacteria (Mycobacterium vaccae and Mycobacterium bovis-BCG, as models) was studied by using 3H-uracil uptake method. The results showed no killing effect on these mycobacteria. Pretreatment of these mycobacteria with antimycobacterial antibodies also did not result in making them susceptible to complement. These observations were confirmed electronmicroscopically where no ultrastructural changes indicative of cell destruction were seen after treatment with complement in the presence and absence of antibody.